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Gary Soto writes that when he was five "what I knew best was at ground level." In this lively

collection of short essays, Soto takes his reader to a ground-level perspective, resreating in vivid

detail the sights, sounds, smells, and textures he knew growing up in his Fresno, California,

neighborhood. The "things" of his boyhood tie it all together: his Buddha "splotched with gold," the

taps of his shoes and the "engines of sparks that lived beneath my soles," his worn tennies smelling

of "summer grass, asphalt, the moist sock breathing the defeat of basesall." The child's world is

made up of small things--small, very important things.
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About this collection of 39 sensitive essays and short stories, PW said, "Soto the realist does not

neglect his boyhood mischief, and his sly sense of humor is exercised throughout." Ages 12-up.
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â€œDeceptively simplistic and quietly powerful sketches from a gifted poet and

storyteller.â€•â€”Booklistâ€œSoto the realist does not neglect his boyhood mischief, and his sly sense

of humor is exercised throughout.â€•â€”Publishers Weekly



This is the absolute best book ever. All children should read this well for their reading assignments.

It's a story of a man, living out his summer life. And then how he feels in the summertime and the

friends he has during these periods of time. You can't ask for more in a book, really.

It is just really boring,all Mr. Soto does is talk about his uninteresting life.

I had to read this for a summer homework assignment and it was boring. had nothing dramatic

happening like in some other books. it just isn't interesting for the young mind.

This book is great for summer

The story is a very good one. With excellent adventures. In one's life as the family. Mature through

there life time.

GOOD

The book was required reading for my daughter, and it was shipped immediately and in the

condition that we expected.

I don't like this book, very boring, teacher made read for school. Gamers d disks jejmedje Jensen

even Jen. I hate auto correct
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